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July 2011 
Youth Summary 
 Letter from the Executive Director

I would like to personally thank all Island participants in our Report on Youth.  In particular I would like to acknowledge our islands youth who took the time to voice their feelings and opinions in spite of previous feelings of scepticism of that voice.  It is this passion, this hope for the future, which gives rise to the unlimited possibilities for us all.

Over the years the Trust has funded many fine initiatives, many specifically for the benefit of our youth; however it has become increasingly clear that a social urgency is growing.  Demographics indicate we have a youth population outpacing the rest of the Province, as well as the same dubious distinction with drug and alcohol misuse. Rising unemployment adds into the mix creating a potent and volatile obstacle course for our youth to navigate.   

Our youth cannot meet this challenge alone.  They need our renewed commitment now more than ever.  We have all used the catch phrase “investing in our future”; today is the day we begin to demonstrate that commitment.

Errol Winter

Executive Director 

Gwaii Trust Society   

Key Findings:

1) Youth want to be a part of the decision making process,

2) Youth would like to be consulted when making program changes,

3) Youth want to work island wide with equal representation form all areas paid youth coordinators (3) and one youth worker.

4) Youth require assistance to meet island wide

5) Core funding is essential

6) Safe spaces (IE teen centres) are a mandatory starting point

7) Service Providers would like GTS to fund communities for youth services so they could directly support youth from these funding’s

8) Create a GTS Board of youth to work in mentorship and tandem with our current GTS Board.

9) Host regular youth forums

10) Increase funding to youth specific projects overall to 10%

11) Fund based on population numbers 

12) Fund based on an RFP process to solution find specific issues

13) Review issues and priorities annually with / through community meetings

14) Seek grants and donors for youth specific programs to GT
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